
April 2, 2019  
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach was absent due to travel to St. Paul to testify at the Capitol.   
 
Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda. Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 21st meeting as submitted.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Kelly Kappes, Custodian, addressed the board with regard to a sewer pipe in the Ladies Restroom and 
Commissioners went to look at the problem.  Mr. Kappes presented a proposal received from Dakota Plumbing to 
repair the situation.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the board to see if Kelly could get another proposal 
from Paul Bergman and come back to the next meeting.   
 
At 9:25 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, called in from the road enroute to St. Paul to testify at the Capitol to discuss 
his agenda.  Mr. Johanson first updated the board regarding the Demolition Landfill permit that they have been 
working on for the last five years.  Garry referred to the draft received from the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency for the Solid Waste Facility Permit SW-332 which he had sent to the board members earlier.  Garry stated 
that they have negotiated the cover required down to 3 feet of material rather than 5 feet; that being 1 foot of clay, 
1 foot of cover and 1 foot of rooting material.  They have also negotiated down to 2 well testings per year and 2 
reports per year.  After discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to move the Solid Waste Facility 
Permit SW-332 to the MPCA for their 30 day review.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
Mr. Johanson then addressed the board with regard to a Household Hazardous Waste proposal received from 
Glen Visser at the Norman County Demolition Landfill.  Mr. Visser is proposing to put up a facility at the landfill to 
house the HHW, CRT, and fluourescent light bulb collection with a cost to the county of $18,000 per year with a 5 
year contract.  After much discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to locate the HHW collection site 
at the Demolition landfill.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Mr. Johanson's agenda was Emergency Management Training for elected and senior officials, 
dealing with Roles and Responsibilities in Disaster Situations.  Garry noted that this training would be held on 
Thursday, June 27th at the Becker County Emergency Operations Center from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Garry urged all 
commissioners to attend this training facilitated by Joe Kelly, Director of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management for Minnesota.   
 
Commissioner Hall extended an invitation to everyone for the Making It Home presentation on April 11th at 6 pm 
at the Ada Event Center.   
 
Chairman Redland called for a short break.   
 
At 10:10 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda to the board.  The first item 
discussed was the bid opening held on April 1st for SAP 054-603-014 and SAP 054-603-015 which are the CSAH 
3 projects involving the City of Shelly to the Red River.  There were a total of 7 bidders and the apparent low 
bidder was RJ Zavoral & Sons with a bid amount of $451,891.89.  Combined engineers estimate for both projects 
was $777,865.  At this time Ms. Swenson was seeking board approval to move forward and award the project to 
RJ Zavoral & Sons.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to award the contract bid to RJ Zavoral & Sons on 
SAP 054-603-014 and SAP 054-603-015.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Ms. Swenson's agenda was summer paving projects.  She noted they have received 
confirmation that they are approved to move forward with advertising for the projects and was seeking board 
authorization to begin advertising for SAP 054-636-017, SAP 054-638-008 and SAP 054-070-010 with bid 
opening to be Monday, May 6th at 2:00 p.m.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to authorize project 
advertising for the aforementioned projects.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Swenson then asked for board approval to advertise the Hendrum road raise projects, SAP 054-625-022 and 
CP 19-106-01, and noted there is a cost share with the WRWD on these projects.  Jerilyn noted they are working 
through making final plan edits and right-of-way and will very likely be ready to begin advertising prior to the next 
board meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve advertising for the aforementioned road raise 
projects.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Next on Ms. Swenson's agenda was a maintenance update, stating they are gearing up for summer, they have 
sent letters out to last year's summer help to see if they would return for this construction year.  They will then 
determine how many additional employees they will need to advertise for.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Lou Tasa, MnDOT, Lt. Brian Cheney, District Commander for Highway Patrol out of Detroit Lakes; 
and Michelle Rognerud, MnDOT District 2 Traffic Engineer, presented information regarding the Toward Zero 
Deaths Program which was formed in 2003.  They noted the MN State Program has been spotlighted across the 
nation due to TZD efforts.  They highlighted the number of fatalities that have been reduced since the program 
began due to use of safety belts, road engineering changes such as rumble strips, median cabling and road 
design, as well as discouraging distracted driving.  Also noted were the savings that come from fewer fatalities, 
and fewer crashes resulting in fewer injuries producing significant savings, showing the total savings to be 
estimated at 10 billion dollars with a total investment of approximately a half billion dollars as well as the number 
of lives that are impacted being much lower.  Mr. Tasa also provided photos of several accident scenes that could  



have had a much better outcome had vehicle occupants been wearing safety belts and/or avoided distracted 
driving.  The presentation was very informative.  The board thanked Lou, Brian and Michelle for their 
presentation.   
 
At 11:12 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, presented the board with a deed for property in the City of Gary with 
regard to the Norman County East Elementary School.  This property remains in the county's name, however, is 
contained within the school property.  The property issue had come to light when Kari Aanenson, County 
Recorder, had been researching properties in Gary for the City of Gary.  Attorney Brue had drafted a deed to 
transfer the property from Norman County to the Norman County East School District to solve this issue.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the aforementioned deed to transfer the property to District 2215.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Commissioner Redland and A/T Hanson 
signed the deed on behalf of the County.   
 
Attorney Brue noted that he would be out of the office all day Thursday to serve on a panel with Judge Marben 
and Judge Yon.   
 
At 11:16 a.m. Aimee Eggen, NMPH, addressed the board regarding redesign of the website for ADA Compliance 
and update.  Aimee presented her research on 5 different companies, Compass Business Consulting, CivicCMS, 
Granicus, GovOffice and Revise.  Aimee noted that we are currently using GovOffice, but in comparing the 5 
companies and what they offer as well as the development cost and hosting cost, she would recommend making 
a change to go with Revise for the website design.  After discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
move ahead with "Revise" as the new company for website design for ADA Compliance and update contingent on 
Attorney Brue approving the contract.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Aimee then requested new cabinets for the NMPH offices as their last request from the Public Health & Attorney's 
Office move, as they lost the cupboard space when they moved.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the request for Value Series cabinets at a cost of $2200.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:35 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with several items on her agenda.   
The first item was a Student Agreement with Southwest MN State, which Ms. Kjono noted that a student had 
approached her concerning an internship opportunity.  Sarah noted the student is a county resident and it would 
be beneficial to both parties to have this agreement, noting that we have like agreements with MSUM, NDSU, and 
Mayville State.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to enter into agreement with Southwest MN State.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Next on Ms. Kjono's agenda was the MN Dept of Transportation Car Seat Grant.  Sarah noted that they have 
received this grant in the past and it has been very beneficial.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve participation in the MnDOT grant.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward was the Sober Truth on Preventing Underage Drinking Act Grants (STOP Act 
Grant) that Ms. Kjono would like to apply for.  Sarah noted the goal of this program is to prevent and reduce 
alcohol use among youth and young adults ages 12-20 in communities throughout the US, and stated that you 
had to be a current or former Drug-Free Communities Support Program recipient in order to apply.  She also 
noted that the grant would provide up to $50,000 per year for 5 years if awarded the grant.  Commissioner 
Gunderson made a motion to approve applying for the grant.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Next Ms. Kjono discussed a new program with Blue Plus she was made aware of by Diane Thoreson, previous 
Public Health Director in Ottertail County who is now working with Blue Plus.  Sarah explained that the program 
would provide $400 per county toward home visits, $1000 per county toward the Opioid Crisis and $1000 per 
county toward mental health.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to participate in the Blue Plus Program.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Sarah also provided a hand out to commissioners showing all the avenues of Public Health and invited all to 
attend the Public Health Open House from 2-4 pm. this afternoon.   
 
At 11:50 Chairman Redland gave the board members an update on the Counties Providing Technology meeting 
he had attended on March 25th, stating that they had received a resignation from the newly hired director, Les 
Bruns, which seemed to be a good move.  The board had appointed Mike and Gwen to serve as co-directors in 
the interim to keep things going.   
 
Chairman Redland asked if the board members had the opportunity to review the bills, Commissioner Jacobson 
made a motion to approve the bills as presented: 
 
Revenue - $38,992.48   Road & Bridge - $27,305.14  Building - $449.71 
 
Economic Development - $27.11 Public Health - $2,496.04  Solid Waste - $16,216.62 
 
TOTAL - $85,487.10 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 12 noon.   
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Nathan Redland, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
   


